Champasak Town

Getting There

üü Make sure the bike is roadworthy and safe (check
brakes, lights, oil etc.) before you hire one.

üü Practice riding before starting your journey.
üü Always wear a helmet (also required by law).
üü Drive circumspect and not too fast. ‘speed kills’!
Champasak Tourist Information Center CTIC
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There is a diverse range of places to stay and eat: from the upscale resort
to the simple but charming homestays.
La Folie Lodge:
A charming resort
located on Don
Daeng Island a truly peaceful
haven.
Residence Bassac:
A colonial building, beautifully
renovated making
it modern and
chic.
The River Resort:
in the north of
Champasak town
invites the more
affluent visitor
with its comfortable bungalows
and tasteful
landscaping.

Saithong
Restaurant &
Guesthouse:
Enjoy the variety
of dishes including
a good fish menu.
Homemade
Restaurant:
Authentic food in a
real local environment.

Wopakok Hotel
Restaurant - Bar:
The beautiful
deck overlooking
the Mekong has
one the most
unobstructed
views in the
district. Great
food too.
Nakorn Café River
View: Local and
western food with
great river views.
Homestay on Don
Daeng: Discover
genuine southern-Lao lifestyle
and hospitality.

Champasak Spa:
Located in a
beautifully restored
traditional wooden
house on the banks
of the Mekong
River.
Chez Maman:
A selection of the
best handicrafts
from all over
Laos.

Champasak with Love: Offers a wide
variety of Lao and western food in a great
riverside ambience. Good coffee and
desserts too.

Tourist Map

Champasak District
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From Paksa by car

he small town is located on the
western banks of the Mekong,
about 30 km south of the provincial
capital Pakse. It was once the seat of
the Kingdom of Champasak. Along the
main road, fine examples of traditional
wooden houses with spacious gardens,
former royal palaces and French colonial
buildings sit side-by-side Buddhist
temples.
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A stretch of about 6 km, is dotted with
shop houses and eateries. Relax with
great views of the Mekong while you
enjoy the local food, especially the
delicious Mekong fish prepared in a
variety of ways. As you watch the river
slowly drift by, sip a cold beer or even a
cup of freshly brewed coffee, something
the province is renowned for. It’s true:
after a while, you’ll think that time does
not exist at all!
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Shops sell local wares: rice noodles,
basketry or pottery. Stroll into Chez
Maman for a selection of high quality
Lao handicrafts. The Shadow Puppet
theatre has revived an old, forgotten
tradition that brings together artists,
musicians, vocalists, comedians and
puppeteers. Entertainment from an old
bygone age!

Phamacy

Pottery

Champasak With Love
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OTHER ATTRACTIONS
WORTH AN EXCURSION

Post Office
Tourism Office
Shadow Puppet Theatre
Khampouy

Mr Mee
Don Daeng
Homestay

Saythong
Vat Thong

Souchitra

Rice fields - Vat Pa

Bicycle through a tranquil landscape of
rice fields with picturesque mountains as
a backdrop. Start this 12-km loop from
the Information Center following the
irrigation channel. Depending on the
season, you can observe the preparation of
the rice fields, the replanting of seedlings,
or the harvest or processing of rice in
the rice mill. Make a stop at Vat Pa, the
forest temple, from which small paths
lead to its meditation rooms.
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Tips for Motorbike Hiring

With its easy connections to other regions, Champasak District is well
worth a pause for a few days to absorb its historical and cultural
treasures, enchanting landscape and laidback hinterland atmosphere.

R i ve

üü The main bus station in Pakse is hub for a range
of local and international destinations, including
Vientiane, Ubon Ratchathani and Bangkok (in Thailand), Siem Reap and Phnom Penh (in Cambodia).

Places of interest
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Map Legend
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üü From Ubon Ratchathani Airport (Thailand) it is
about 160 km (app. a 2-hr-30 min drive). The international border crossing will add some more time.

Mek

üü From Pakse International Airport to Champasak
District is approximately a 40-min drive by taxi or
minivan (approx. 43 km).
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From Paksa by car

Champasak District Map
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Community-based Tourism
The people of southern Laos are indeed
well known for their positive energy,
big hearts, and close family ties. This
shines through in their pleasant interaction with visitors. The fact that many
villagers have gone into the homestay
(Southern Laos Homestay) business
comes to no surprise as the people are
eager to let tourists experience their
culture and way of life.
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However, the greatest takeaway is meeting the charming
and always smiling local people and sharing their hospitality.
It is hard to find anywhere, such sense of rural Laos with its
Buddhist-animist spirituality.
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Hong Nang Sida

Before entering the temple complex,
a UNESCO visitor center highlights
the historical and cultural importance
of Vat Phou.
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Both the summer and the rainy season have strong but
different appeal, allowing you to choose Don Daeng as a
destination all year round.
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The temple itself is smaller, with a
more distinctive structure, than that
of its majestic Angkor cousins. Many
figurines and sandstone carvings of
Hindu deities lead to a shrine where
a lingam (phallus) is bathed from a
sacred mountain spring. The top of
Mount Phou Khao is crowned by a
16-meter high rock worshipped as
a phallic symbol (“lingam”) of Lord
Shiva.
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Vat Phou - At the foot of the sacred
1,416-meter high Phou Kao Mountain,
sits Vat Phou temple, testimony to a
magnificent Hindu Khmer civilization
from a long bygone era. The temple
is the center of countless structures,
civil and religious, and can be traced
back to a religious sanctuary from the
5th century. The current structures,
however, date back to a later period,
notably between the 11th and 13th
centuries. Around the 14th century,
it was transformed into a center of
Theravada Buddhism and is still used
as such today.
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This peaceful “red island” (the name derives from its famous
golden sunsets) shows many faces during the year. Lush
green during the rainy season, its landscape, in summer,
has a dry Mediterranean feel. As the rain get heavier, the
small sandy tracks soften making cycling a little harder but
no less fun. By then the Mekong submerges most of the
sandy beaches.
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Phabang Ri

Ancient Khmer
City Location Area

Relax on Don Daeng’s extensive white sand beaches
otherwise occupied by fishermen and lazy buffaloes. Admire
the beautiful panorama of the Mekong. Discover the island’s
central rice fields interspersed with small wild forest patches
boasting an interesting bird population, tiny villages with
typical one-floor wooden houses and numerous Buddhist
temples. Stop at rice mills and tiny distilleries producing
home-made Lao whisky.
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But Champasak District has so
much more to offer than just
historical or cultural riches. It is
well worth a visit for so much more.
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Champasak District, part the
southern Lao province of the
same name, is famous for
its rich cultural heritage. Vat
Phou, a pre-Angkorian temple
and now a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, is a magnificent
example of classic Hindu
Khmer architecture.
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The island is roughly 9
km long and 3 km large
in the middle. During the
rainy season, the Mekong
covers the beach.

Around Vat Phou
The environs of Vat Phou are
“littered” with relics of other Khmer
temples: namely Hong Nang Sida
and Thao Tao, erected in the late
12th century and presumably
located along the old road to Angkor.
These ruins are accessible through
short treks through rice fields and
jungle or climbing the gandai ling
(monkey stairs) to reach a place with
carved stones. A larger settlement
- believed to be the former capital
Shestapura – contains a few ruins,
reminders of the once glorious road
to Angkor.
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The wide stairway leading to the top,
is lined with frangipani trees which
offer welcome shade on hot days.
From the top of the stairs and then
from the top of the hill, the views
of the vast Mekong plains are breath
taking and may give a hint as to
why this spectacular landscape was
chosen by the Khmer.

Don Daeng Island
The second largest of the
countless Mekong islands,
it can only be reached by
traditional ferry and is easily
explored on foot, by bicycle or
by motorbike. The roughly 30
km² island offers an excellent
opportunity to retreat from
the hectic rush of busy streets
and tourist sites. Yes, and there will be no cars spoiling your
discovery!
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Tomo Temple
To reach the ruins of Vat Tomo, embark
on a one-hour Mekong cruise downstream from Vat Louang Kao or from
Champasak town pier, passing Don
Daeng Island on the left and crossing
the river to its eastern side. Vat Tomo
is nestled in a little wild forest close to
the river bank. This Khmer temple was
a holy site dating back to the heyday of
Angkor in the 7th - 9th century. During the
dry season, carved stones that have fallen
into the Mekong from Khan Mak Houk are
revealed when the water recedes.
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